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chief Areoi of that island. He then paused, and another
exclaimed, Give us such an individual, or individuals, men-
tioning the names of the persons nominated for the intended
elevation. When the gods had been thus required to sanction
their advancement they were taken to the temple. Here, in
the presence of the gods they were solemnly anointed, the
forehead of each being sprinkled with fragrant oil. The
sacred pig, clothed or wrapped in the cloth of the order, was
next put into his hand and offered to the god. Each indivi-
dual was then declared, by the person officiating on the occa-
sion, to be an Areoi of the order to which he had been thus
raised.1 After death every member of the noble order was
ceremonially divested of the rank to which he had been raised
by the solemn consecration. His body was brought to the
temple, and there the priest of Oro, standing beside it, uttered
a long prayer to his god. " This prayer, and the ceremonies
connected therewith, were designed to divest the body of all
the sacred and mysterious influence the individual was sup-
posed to have received from the god, when, in the presence of
the idol, the perfumed oil had been sprinkled upon him, and
he had been raised to the order or rank in which he died." 2
Again, in the Konkan districts of the Bombay Presidency
" there is a class of women known as Bhavins who are married
to a dagger belonging to the god. They are also called deva
yo$hita> i.e. prostitutes offered to the gods. . . . The follow-
ing is the usual procedure for a woman who wishes to become
a Bhavin : She must repair to the temple of a village deity at
night, and in presence of the people assembled in that temple
she takes oil from the lamp burning in the temple and pours
it upon her head. This process is called Deval righane> i.e.
to enter the service of the temple. After she has poured
sweet oil from the lamp upon her head, if she be a married
woman, she has no further connection with her husband.
She becomes the handmaid of the temple, and is free to behave
as she likes.11 3
4
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